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November Church Services St. Andrew's, Sandon  
 
Sunday 2nd  4th before Advent 
 10:00 am All Age Communion Service 
   with collection of shoeboxes 
 3:00 pm All Souls Memorial Service 

Tuesday 4th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 6th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

  at South Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 9th  Remembrance Sunday 

 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Remembrance Day Service 

Tuesday 11th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 13th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

  at St John’s, Danbury 

Sunday 16th  2nd before Advent 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist & Baptism 

Tuesday 18th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 20th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

  at St. Andrew's, Sandon with Bishop John 

Sunday 23
rd

  Christ the King 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 25th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 26th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 27th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  

  at St. Mary's, Little Baddow 
Friday 28th  7:30 pm Choral Evensong  

  followed by Cheese and wine 

Sunday 30th  Advent Sunday 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist  
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Pam Knott   471691 

Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 

Sandon Parish Councillors 

 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 

 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 

 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478275 

 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 

 David Pearson   david@pearson7.plus.com 471589 

 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 

 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 

 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 

 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  

St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  

 Evelyn Ellis    222682 

Uniformed Organisations 

 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 

 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

Scotland has decided to remain 

part of the UK. Before the vote it 

was the subject that dominated 

the news and kept the political 

commentators in business 

regurgitating the same old issues 

and concerns that would be a 

consequence of separation or 

staying together. It seems to me 

that there are no easy, complete 

or correct answers to the 

question. All I know is that it is 

extremely complex. 

Two particular aspects jump out 

from all this. The first is how 

difficult it can be to make 

decisions, particularly ones that 

may have a long term or life 

changing effect on us for good or 

bad. The second is that talk of 

independence potentially offers 

an enticing future that also would 

bring a significant degree of 

responsibility. 

Obvious examples of this might 

be when someone leaves home 

to take on a new job, or go to 

university or get married - all 

decisions that bring on aspects 

of independence. 

It is the same when a person 

makes a decision to follow Christ 

as a disciple and makes a 

change albeit sometimes 

gradually in terms of lifestyle and 

thinking. 

Paul the apostle writes of moving 

from being bound by the law to a 

freedom of spirit in Christ. This 

change can be liberating, 

invigorating and life changing as 

it was for someone who I was 

speaking to this month. 

I know that for many who have 

taken that step to live out the 

Christian life in a way that is 

appropriate for them within the 

difficulties and joys of life in the 

21st century, has been the best 

decision they have made. 

For you reading this I hope and 

pray it may be a decision you too 

have made for yourself whether 

or not you are a member of our 

church another denomination or 

none at all. There are great 

rewards spiritually and 

personally in being a disciple as 

Jesus himself says, “If anyone 

would come after me, they must 

deny themselves and take up 

their cross daily and follow me. 

For whoever wants to save their 

life will lose it, but whoever loses 

their life for me will save it. What 

good is it to gain the whole world 

and yet lose their very soul”? 
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A challenge, yes but a decision 

that gives freedom to live in the 

power and love of Jesus Christ. 

November is a month of 

remembering. I do hope you can 

join us in our various services. 

On Sunday 2nd November at 

3 pm we have our annual All 

Soul’s day service when we 

invite you to come and 

remember loved ones who have 

died. At this service the names of 

the departed are read out and 

there is the chance to light a 

candle in their memory. Then 

Sunday 9th November we are 

holding our Remembrance 

Sunday service at 10 am. This 

will be a time to remember those 

who have given their life for their 

Country. This will be Church 

Parade for our uniformed 

organisations and will include a 

two minute silence at 11 am. 

On Friday 28th November we 

remember St Andrew the Saint 

to whom our church is dedicated. 

There will be a service of Choral 

Evensong at 7:30 pm with the 

combined choirs of the church of 

the Ascension Chelmsford and 

our own St Andrew’s choir. This 

should prove to be a feast of 

music. The preacher at this 

service will be Fr. Tom Page 

Vicar of Ascension church. This 

will be followed by a cheese and 

wine reception to which 

everyone is invited to celebrate 

St Andrew Patron Saint of our 

church here in Sandon, Patron 

Saint of Scotland as well as 

Patron Saint of anglers, boatmen 

butchers, farm workers ,fish 

dealers, fish mongers, 

fishermen, happy marriages, 

maidens, mariners, miners, old 

maids, pregnant women, rope 

makers, sail makers, sailors, 

singers, spinsters, textile 

workers, unmarried women, 

water carriers and women who 

wish to become mothers. 

It would be good to see you at 

one of our special services in 

November. 

My prayers & blessing,  Terry 

http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-andrew-the-apostle/patrons-of-fishermen
http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-andrew-the-apostle/patrons-of-mariners
http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-andrew-the-apostle/patrons-of-butchers
http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-andrew-the-apostle/patrons-of-farm-workers
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Service of Remembrance  
for loved ones 
Sunday 2nd November 3 pm 

Our annual service to remember 

our loved ones who have died. 

During this service loved ones 

names are read out and candles 

are lit in their memory. The 

service will last for an hour and it 

will be simple, quiet and 

peaceful . Please tell other 

members of your family, your 

friends and neighbours and 

invite them all to come along. 

There will be a cup of tea and 

cake following the service for 

those who wish to stay. If you 

plan to attend and would like any 

names read out, please either 

write the names in the special 

folder at the back of the church 

or contact me with names by 

email on tgabrown@hotmail.com 

before Sunday 27th October. 

 

 

Remembrance Day Service 
 
Sunday 9th November 10 am 

All the family are 

welcome as we 

remember those who 

have paid the ultimate 

sacrifice. This special 

service will be attended by our 

uniformed organisations. In this 

year of the centenary of World 

War 1 part of the service will 

commemorate 1914, but we will 

also be looking at the wars of our 

time. At 11 am there will be a two 

minute silence. Please do all you 

can to attend this special 

service.  

Terry Brown 
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Friday 28th November 

7:30 pm Patronal 

Festival for St. Andrew 

Choral Evensong sung by 

the choirs of Ascension 

Chelmsford and 

St Andrew’s, Sandon. 

Service followed by 

cheese and wine. 

All most welcome to 

attend this service and 

the cheese and wine. 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 

ksappliances@aol.com 
 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 

  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 

  Large range of new machines in stock 

 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 

  NO HIDDEN FEES - VERY COMPETITIVE 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-UtWmSAiFx68/T2XJYzhFUEI/AAAAAAAAAlM/AwGCXG63Z1s/s1600/ChoralEvensong2.png&imgrefurl=http://saintbarnabasdeepriver.blogspot.com/2012/03/choral-evensong-this-sunday.html&docid=MyYRQgepWoJ-TM&tbnid
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Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday 13th December 

Crown Public House  

8:30 am – 10 am 

Men’s breakfast where there will 

be a full English breakfast 

followed by a talk by Andrew 

Merchant from BBC Essex. All 

men are invited to this event. 

You need to reserve your place 

by Monday 8th December. 

Please book with Dennis Terry 

on 01245 472997. 
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Reflections on the 
‘Listening Course’ 

On Saturday 27th September, 10 

of us attended the Acorn 

Listening Course at Great 

Waltham’s Rectory, the home of 

Terry Brown. 

We had two presenters Julie and 

Ros who gave practical 

demonstrations of listening 

practices- good and bad! We 

were then encouraged to 

practise with a ‘partner’ which I 

found challenging! 

Our ‘trainers’ suggested that we 

listen to our partner for 5 

minutes without interrupting 

them and with the minimum of 

response and asking just three 

questions: 

1. What is the most important 

aspect they have talked 

about? 

2. Is there anything they 

would like to do about it 

now? 

3. What were they feeling like 

afterwards?  

This particular minimal sequence 

showed us how to listen and 

effectively reflect back the 

speaker’s words and with the 

possible result that the speaker 

could then decide how he or she 

might resolve the problem they 

were experiencing! 

My personal automatic reaction 

was of course to try to come up 

with a helpful solution based on 

my experiences- but this is not  

‘good listening’ and of course 

involves one personally in the 

speakers choices with the result 

that one gets blamed if a bad 

result occurs! 

Dietrich Bonheoffer wrote: ‘The 

first service one owes to others 

in fellowship consists in listening 

to them. Just as love of God 

begins with listening to his Word, 

so the beginning of love for the 

brethren (sisters and children) is 

learning to listen to them.’ 

Henri Nouven also wrote that 

‘Listening is the highest form of 

hospitality. Hospitality is not to 

change people but to offer them 

space where change can take 

place.’ 

The course lasted some 5 hours 

so it was difficult to cover the 

many aspects of ‘listening’. Also 

the course seemed to be very 

different from that offered by 

A.C.C. The Association of 

Christian Councillors that Dennis 

Terry and I attended last year. 

No matter – we now need to 

decide what, if anything, we 

need to do within the parish to 

generate a Pastoral Group which 

can usefully interact with our 

parishioners, if useful as part of 

our outreach. 

David Farrar 

August 2014 
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WI Report 

Having recovered from our 

soaking at the garden party in 

August Sandon WI members 

met in September on a fine 

sunny day. 

Our speaker was Tony Pennack, 

funeral director of Great Baddow. 

Despite being a serious and sad 

topic, there were many laughs, 

as we were told how funerals 

have changed since Pennacks 

first started as long ago as 1740. 

One thing is certain, everyone 

has a funeral. People have many 

different ideas of what they want 

at the ceremony and leave 

instructions with their families. 

Others say nothing to relatives 

as death is still a taboo subject 

for many. It was a very 

informative and interesting talk 

from which we learned a lot. 

The Peterborough shopping trip 

organised for November is 

proving popular, as is the 

November monthly meeting, 

when many members have 

booked to have a go at making a 

bead necklace. 

Notices from the Federation 

were given out including 

information about the Centenary 

Baton journey through 

Chelmsford on the 26th 

November. 

Our speaker in October was Bob 

Jones with his subject, ‘Laughter 

in the Village’. He made us all 

smile with his poems about 

village characters. As a farmer 

for part of his working life he 

came across many people who 

told him amusing tales of bygone 

days. We had to ask Bob to 

speak up as a thunder storm 

took place whilst he was 

speaking. 

Christmas is nearly upon us and 

as well as beading at our 

November meeting, members 

were reminded about the County 

carol service in the Cathedral on 

9th December as well as the 

Mildmay Group carol service on 

16th December. 

Our Keep Fit classes each 

Monday morning and Craft and 

Chat afternoons on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month are well 

attended and our next patchwork 

meeting is booked on 30th 

October in the St Andrew’s room 

at 2pm. 

Sandon WI are still busy and 

looking forward to decorating the 

tree in Sandon at the start of the 

Christmas celebrations. 

We would welcome anyone who 

would like to come to any of our 

meetings; we meet on the 

second Thursday of the month. 

Dorothy Gray 

01245 223609 
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October Quiz 
It seemed a struggle but we 

managed to attract 9 teams to 

our quiz, which was run expertly 

by Terry Brown. 

There were NO FISH AND 

CHIPS!! This only caught out a 

few people but I will mention no 

names! It was BYO food and 

drinks and the tickets were 

therefore reduced to just £6 

each. I believe that the overall 

majority liked the format and the 

mixed type of questions. 

The winner of the case of wine 

was John Gruby’s team with 117 

points, followed by Genda 

Wright’s Team and The Jink’s 

Team both with 113 points. 

All of us enjoyed the evening 

and the raffle raised £95. This  

with ticket sales enabled us to 

get to a final net total of £311 so 

thanks go to all: Terry Brown 

question master and Janet and 

Dennis Terry who drove the raffle 

successfully!  David Farrar The Final Scoreboard! 

The Winning Team 

Also Runners Up Runners Up Team 
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Minutes of Inaugural 
Meeting  
‘The Friends of Sandon 
Church’  
Sunday the 5th of October 2014 
in the SAR 

Rev. Terry Brown opened the 

proceedings with a short prayer. 

Apologies for absence were 

received from Darren Chaplin, 

Acting Treasurer.  

There were about 25 people 

present. 

History to date of the ‘Friends’: 

Terry gave a brief resume of the 

activities of the F.O.S.C. to date 

leading up the AGM. He said that 

he wished that the whole of 

Sandon Parish (and surrounding 

areas) could see St. Andrew’s as 

their Church- not just those who 

attend regularly on Sundays! He 

hoped that ‘the Friends’ will 

ultimately provide the funds for 

the maintenance of the Fabric of 

the Church. The roof needs 

repairing and it will cost in the 

region of £20,000 to £30,000. 

Currently we have about £3,500 

in donations following our recent 

appeal and the two Open Days 

in church. We have applied to 

open a bank account with 

NatWest Bank and await an 

account number. 

David Farrar then gave a few 

insights into what additional 

fabric items the money could be 

used for: such as the renovation 

of the very rare Sandon Pax, the 

churchyard monuments, church 

redecoration, church re-ordering 

etc. He pointed out that it was 

essential that we now find the 

right person to apply for grants 

from many of the recognised 

charities such as the Lottery 

Fund, Friends of Essex 

Churches etc. It was realised 

that 80% of funding could be 

raised from grants if the correct 

actions were taken. He cited 

Great Waltham Church ‘Friends’ 

who had raised over £100,000 

so far in grants and money 

raising activities! We have 

consulted with their financial 

‘guru’! 

Terry pointed out that we had 

now already signed up  40 

‘Friends’ and it was the 

provisional committee who had 

met in the Old Rectory four times 

to date that had got us to this 

point. The provisional committee 

was composed of John Willsmer, 

Richard Speakman, Darren 

Chaplin, Janet Terry, Reverend 

Terry Brown and David Farrar. 

Richard Cecil advised that he 

had read the draft constitution 

and there were some 

inconsistencies and he gave 
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some examples where he could 

see trouble arising! 

David asked and Richard agreed 

to try and address these and 

would come up with 

improvements for which he is 

thanked. 

John Gruby asked about getting 

interest on the money raised – 

make the money work! This was 

thought to be a good idea. 

Ian Underwood asked that the 

church bells be included in the 

fabric list and this was agreed. 

The PCC would discuss the 

needs at the next PCC meeting 

on Monday the 6th of October the 

following day. 

Christine Mennie was concerned 

about the possible clash of PCC 

Fund raising and ‘The Friends’ 

fund raising. In reply Terry said 

that the Friends fund raising 

would be primarily one or two 

significant events in the year 

which would not conflict with the 

church’s normal fund raising 

activities such as the Fete, 

Autumn Fayre, the BBQ, the 

Walk, the Quiz etc. The specific 

events that the Friends will 

mount have yet to be finalised 

but will probably include a large 

event in a marquee in the 

grounds of the Old Rectory in 

July 2015! It was stated that the’ 

Friends’ intended to raise money 

to enable the PCC to get the roof 

repaired as the priority in the 

next 3-5 years. 

Richard Cecil asked how the 

‘Friends’ related to the Parish 

Council and thought that it was 

necessary to ensure that there 

was no clash of approaches with 

respect to the church and 

Friends’. Point taken! 

It was agreed that there would 

be another meeting to agree the 

constitution. 

It was considered that there was 

a need to enlarge the ‘Friends’ 

Committee with non PCC people 

and Andy Hilton and John Gruby 

volunteered and were voted onto 

the ‘Friends’ Committee together 

with the original 3 non PCC 

members named above. The 

three PCC members will be 

elected on Monday 6th October 

at the PCC meeting. 

The meeting closed at circa 

12:15 pm. 

David Farrar,  

Acting Secretary, ‘The Friends’ 
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Views - Men’s Breakfast 
September 27

th
 

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions or requests for 
this magazine should be sent 
to magazine@sandon-
church.info or Richard Cecil, 
Chestnut Cottage, CM2 7RN. 
Please ensure they are sent by 
the 10

th
 of the month preceding 

publication. 

Registers 

Burials Register 
We have commended into God’s 

care: 

22nd September  Funeral 

15
th
 October  Interment 

 of Marion Brown 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Fayre 
22

nd
 November  

12 – 3 pm 

Sandon Village Hall 

Father Christmas will be in his 

grotto and if they can spare the 

time from toy making he will be 

accompanied by one of his 

elves. We have plenty of stalls 

including:- 

Father Christmas, Grand Raffle, 

Bottle Tombola, Jewellery, Avon, 

Cake stall, Games, Toy stall, 

Nearly New, Turkey Raffle, 

Cards, Teddy Tombola, Hoopla, 

Games, Guess The Name Of 

Soft Toy, Hot Dogs, Mince Pies 

And Hot And Cold Drinks, Grand 

raffle (with some excellent 

prizes) 

We would really appreciate help 

with providing items for any of 

the above mentioned stalls. Also 

help on the day would be great. 

Any offers of help please 

telephone Liz, 01245 471756, or 

Alison, 01245 474858. 

http://www.grantandjones.co.uk/
mailto:sales@grantandjones.co.uk
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Crossword 

Across 

1   and 20 Down 'Lord of all ___ , Lord of all ___ , whose trust, ever 

child-like, no cares could destroy' (11,3) 

9   Moses' question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: 'Why are you ___ 

your fellow Hebrew?' (Exodus 2:13) (7) 

10  Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis at the height of 

her fame, Jacqueline ___ (2,3) 

11  'At even ___ the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay' (3) 

13  A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4) 
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16  'Do not leave Jerusalem, but ___ for the gift my Father 

promised' (Acts 1:4) (4) 

17  Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6) 

18  Peter's response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: 'We must ___ 

God rather than men!' (Acts 5:29) (4) 

20  Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, ___ Eareckson 

Tada (4) 

21  Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6) 

22  'Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and 

sat ___ ___ ' (Matthew 13:2) (2,2) 

23  Infectious tropical disease (4) 

25  Tree (3) 

28  'No fear of me should ___ you, nor should my hand be heavy upon 

you' (Job 33:7) (5) 

29  For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7) 

30  Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church's 

calendar (11) 

Down 

2  'O Jerusalem… how ___ I have longed to gather your children 

together' (Matthew 23:37) (5) 

3   Way out (4) 

4   Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4) 

5   Done (anag.) (4) 

6   Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7) 

7   Concerning the study of God (11) 

8   Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11) 

12  Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6) 

14  Frozen (3) 

15  Established form of religious ceremony (6) 

19  Inscription often found on gravestones (7) 

20  See 1 Across 

24  Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5) 

25  Time (anag.) (4) 

26  Lists choice of meals (4) 

27  'For the wages of sin is death, but the ___ of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord' (Romans 6:23) (4) 
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It is thought that there has been 

a Rectory on the site for over 

750 years. 

The present Rectory was built on 

the Tudor remains in 1765 and 

will be 250 years old in 2015. 

The original Tudor Rectory was 

built in 1520 at the same time as 

the massive brick tower was 

added to St Andrew‘s Church. 

These were both added by 

Cardinal Wolsey (1473-1530), 

who was granted the ‘Manor’ of 

Sandon by King Henry VIII in 

l510, and was built at the same 

time as Hampton Court Palace. 

Both buildings were designed by 

the same Architect, Giralamo de 

Treviso. 

The Tudor Rectory was sieged 

and destroyed in 1644 by Oliver 

Cromwell's troops in the English 

Civil War as the Rector at the 

time was loyal to the king, 

Charles 1. At the end of the 

siege, the Rector was taken from 

the remains of the Rectory and 

hanged in the paddock at the 

front of the House. The ‘Priest 

Tunnel’ which originally ran from 

the Rectory to St Andrew's 

Church was blown up with 

gunpowder. 

In 1763, the Architect and 

Builder, Illustrious Lewis was 

commissioned to build the 

present day Georgian Rectory in 

the ‘Queen Anne style’ which is 

listed (in Pevsner's Book of 

Buildings of England) as a Grade 

II* building. 

The present day Rectory was 

completed in 1765 and this date 

(along with the Architect's/

Builder's initials) are detailed on 

the two water Hopper Heads 

situated at each end of the front 

elevation of the main House. 

Further additions were added to 

the House in 1850 and 1890 (the 

brick Cottage to the side). 

The Church Commissioners 

finally sold the Rectory (due to 

the high running costs of the 

House and Grounds) in 1965. 

The present owners are only the 

3rd non-ecclesiastical ones since 

the sale in 1965. John Willsmer 
Answers to ‘Our Page’:  
1 St Peter’s  2 Celtic  3 Papal  4 St Andrew’s  
5 Jerusalem  6 Russian Orthodox  
7 St Anthony’s  8 Greek 

A Brief History of the Old Rectory, Sandon 
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Harvest Celebration 

We celebrated harvest at St 

Andrew's on September 28th, 

many people bringing tinned and 

dry produce for the Chelmsford 

food bank. David's car was 

loaded up with a good quantity of 

boxes and bags after the 

service. Marjorie, from the Food 

Bank, spoke to us about the 

need for the service, how it 

operates and also how the 

Trussell Trust had started the 

project which has now spread all 

over the UK. She asked if any of 

us had ever been really hungry – 

then told us of someone who 

had come to the food bank 

recently having not eaten for 3 

days.  I think we learned how 

difficult life can be for individuals 

and families when relationships 

break down or someone loses a 

job, or benefit payments are slow 

to arrive. 

We praised God in our singing, 

listened to a bible reading from 

Deuteronomy and prayed for the 

many people in the world who 

regularly go hungry if crops fail, 

or they have to leave home 

because of fighting or natural 

disasters. 

After the service a group of us 

shared lunch – baked potatoes, 

various casseroles, chilli and 

lasagne and then wonderful 

desserts too, as well as wine, 

water or beer! We thanked our 

generous God for his wonderful 

provision. 

Judy Cecil 
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Dust if You Must 

Dust if you must, but wouldn’t it be better  

To paint a picture or write a letter,  

Bake a cake or plant a seed,  

Ponder the difference between want and need? 

Dust if you must, but there’s not much time,  

with rivers to swim and mountains to climb,  

Music to hear, and books to read,  

Friends to cherish, and life to lead. 

Dust if you must. But the world’s out there  

With the sun in your eyes, the wind in your hair,  

A flutter of snow, a shower of rain,  

This day will not come around again. 

Dust if you must, but bear in mind,  

Old age will come, and it's not kind.  

And when you go, and go you must,  

You, yourself, will make more dust. 

“Remember, a house becomes a home when you can write,  

“I love you” on the furniture. 

Submitted by Pat Eden 
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Southend Boys’ and 
Girls’ Choir Concert  
20

th
 September. 

Over the past few weeks Terry 

had repeatedly told us that the 

concert by the Southend Boys’ 

and Girls’ Choir would be a 

wonderful evening - how right he 

was! We were entertained by 40 

teenage boys and girls to a 

wonderful selection of music, 

ranging from William Byrd and 

Benjamin Britten to Duke 

Ellington. What delighted the 

audience most was the selection 

of - music from the hit show “Les 

Misérables” at the end of the 

evening. Everyone went home 

humming tunes from the show. 

The choir was conducted by 

Roger Humphrey and the 

excellent pianist was Rosemary 

Pennington. There is a rumour 

that the choir will be making a 

return visit in July next. We shall 

look forward to that. 

Ron Woods 
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A Number of Characters 

I wrote this in response to an 

essay title ‘Prime Numbers in 

Arithmetic Progressions’. Let me 

begin by determining what this 

means. Prime numbers are 

those which only divide by 

themselves or 1. Another way of 

saying that is to say they only 

have 2 factors. For example, 2, 

3, 5, 7, 11 and choosing those 

that are between 900 and 1000 

we have 907, 911, 919, 929, 

937, 941, 947, 953, 967, 971, 

977, 983, 991 and 997. So there 

are plenty of prime numbers. 

Indeed it was proven many years 

ago by Euclid that there are an 

infinite number. That is there is 

no biggest prime number. I 

remember as a school boy but 

not yet a teenager my maths 

teacher telling us about the 

biggest prime number that had 

been found so far. It had 

thousands of digits and he even 

wrote it all out on a long piece of 

paper and put in on the wall. But 

he knew it was not the biggest! 

Now some folk are quite keen on 

finding prime numbers. 

Recently I heard a man called 

Bill MacKay
1
 telling us that in so 

many ways we are just a 

number. We have a national 

insurance number, a bank 

account number, a PIN and so 

on. His point was to focus on 

God as being number one. I 

agree with that but it also 

occurred to me that numbers can 

be very special if we know a bit 

about them just as people 

become more special to us when 

we know more about them. 

Some of them are prime 

numbers and the others can be 

formed by multiplying prime 

numbers. A former colleague2 

thought that he should put on a 

birthday cake a number of 

candles equivalent to the 

number of factors his age had. 

So on his 28th birthday he would 

have 6 candles because 6 

numbers divide his age exactly. 

They are 1, 2, 4, 7, 14 and 28. 

But if you were Euler (a Swiss 

mathematician of the 18th 

century) you might have had 12 

candles on your 28th birthday 

cake. He said that for each 

number it was worth coming up 

with another number counting all 

those numbers which have a 

highest common factor of just 

one. So the twelve here are 1, 3, 

5, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 23, 25 

and 27.3 So just like people 

numbers have relationships. 

Primary school children are 

sometimes asked to put 

numbers in order of size in a 

line. They call it a number line. 

But suppose we just put the odd 

numbers 1, 3, 5, 7, … This lot of 

numbers starts with a 1 but has 
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a gap between each one of 2. 

And amazingly it includes lot of 

prime numbers. Actually it 

includes them all except the 

prime number 2. But suppose 

the teacher asked the class to do 

a different number line starting at 

say 7 with gaps of 13 i.e. 7, 20, 

33, 46, 59, … You might be able 

to see that in what I have written 

there is just one prime number 

but would it go on finding more 

and more. Well some clever 

people have worked on this and 

come up with an answer. They 

have found that the example 

here will always have more 

prime numbers in it. It was first 

proved in the 19th century by a 

chap called Dirichlet. But he did 

a bit more because the teacher 

could suggest the children start 

their number line with say 4 and 

gaps of 12. Well they will never 

find a prime number. To quote 

Fraser from Dad’s Army their 

search is “Doomed!” How can 

we tell? Dirichlet found the 

answer. He proved that if our 

start number and the gap 

between numbers don’t have 

any common factors then the 

number line (sorry I forgot to say 

these lists of numbers are called 

Arithmetic Progressions) will go 

on finding prime numbers. But 

how many will there be? Dirichlet 

found an answer in our candles 

on Euler’s cake. If you take the 

gap number and find how many 

numbers smaller than it have no 

common factors then that is how 

many times fewer primes you will 

find compared with finding them 

all. So if the gap is 28 then you 

will find one twelfth of them. And 

your start number must be one 

of the ones I listed earlier. Of 

course this is just an average as 

it is not possible to predict 

exactly where all the prime 

numbers are. 

So if someone says that you are 

just a number don’t consider it 

an insult. God has ordered the 

world so even they have their 

own special characters. Part of 

Dirichlet’s proof even uses a 

special set of numbers called 

Dirichlet characters! The 

particular value of this technique 

is its ability to have equations 

that ‘pick’ out in general terms 

which numbers are prime. It 

doesn’t do a good enough job of 

‘picking’ to find the primes that 

might help to decode a secure 

website. And have you asked if 

your telephone number is prime 

and how many candles would it 

have on its cake? And whoever 

you are I am sure God sees 

more character in you than that. 

Richard Cecil 
1 Speaking at Chelmsford Cathedral Chapter House on 2nd 
April 2014 quoting from some other material he had read  
2 Mr Tom Carter, the Deputy Head, now Acting Head, of King 
Edwards Grammar School, Chelmsford 
3 This is Euler’s totient function (n), which is the number of 
numbers relatively prime to n and smaller than n. 
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Speedy Lemon Cheesecake 

I came across this recipe years 

ago in a fund raising recipe book 

and one I've used many times 

for Harvest Festivals and Church 

Summer BBQ (as many of you 

will have sampled). It's so quick 

and easy to make and if I'm 

making it for a church event I'll 

simply double the recipe. 

I've made a few adaptations to 

make it less sweet but more 

creamy. 

Ingredients 

Small packet of digestive biscuits (200g?) 

110g butter, melted. You may prefer to use ginger biscuits. 

180g cream cheese e.g. Philadelphia (full fat) 

½ standard tin condensed milk 

300ml double cream 

3 lemons - remove zest and save for decoration (or limes to suit your 

taste) 

Method 

Crush biscuits and add the melted butter, mix thoroughly. Press into a 

loose bottomed flat tin. I prefer to line the tin with greaseproof paper so it 

slides out easily later. 

In a mixing bowl place the cream, cream cheese, condensed milk and 

the juice of lemons (or limes). Whisk till mixture is firm. 

Pour contents onto the biscuit base. 

Add the lemon for decoration or decoration of your choice and chill in 

fridge. 

Eat and enjoy, although you might not want to make your slices too 

large as it's definitely both rich and creamy. 

Alison Read 

Cheesecake fan 
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Plot to Pot 

“Every flower is a soul blossoming in 

nature.” Gerard De Nerval  

Tulips – Tulipa  

Flower Meaning - Fame 

Tulips flower from March to May. 

Bulbs are available in probably the 

largest colour range of any flower. 

The flowers can be single, striped 

and bi-coloured. The range of forms 

is extensive too with single, double, 

lily and parrot types to choose from. 

Varieties range of heights from 

15cm/6in to 75cm/30in. They look 

great in vases and containers all by 

themselves. 

Tulip bulbs should be planted in 

October or November. Late planting 

reduces the risk of ‘Tulip fire’, a 

disease that can affect the bulbs and 

the bulbs begin to put roots down in 

cold temperatures. They can be 

planted in borders or pots and 

planters. We find a long handled bulb 

planter makes lighter work of planting 

in our heavy clay soil. The bulbs need 

to be planted at twice the depth of the 

bulb but deeper planting up to 20cm 

is possible. This prevents the need for 

staking in the spring and can produce 

larger flower heads. Space with at 

least double the bulbs size between 

each bulb. 

Several varieties can be planted into 

pots in a ‘bulb lasagne’. Monty Don 

demonstrated this in a recent episode 

of Gardeners’ World. He planted 

tulips at the bottom, then Narcissus 

‘Tête a Tête’, then Iris reticulate and 

finally covered the top with winter 

pansies. Alternatively, a tulip lasagne 

could be achieved by planting the 

largest and later growing variety at 

the bottom about 30cm/12in deep 

Flowers by Mary 
 Beautiful Floral designs 
 For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
 Big or small occasions 
 Traditionalto contemporary 

designs 
 Affordable prices 
 Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 
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and move to smaller earlier varieties 

nearer the surface. Allow a distance 

of 2 – 3cm/1 – 1 ½ in between each 

bulb and then cover with 5cm/2in 

compost between each layer. 

Tulips can also be planted in pots and 

then the pots can be planted in the 

garden when there is more space 

and you can see spaces and gaps 

next spring. 

After flowering leave the foliage to die 

down before removing to allow the 

nutrients to return to the bulb. We 

leave the bulbs in the soil and plant a 

few new bulbs every year. 

Tulips have an unusual habit of 

continuing stem growth and when 

combined with the tendency to grow 

towards the light and the effects of 

gravity on the flower head, they have 

a tendency to droop. The droop can 

be avoided to some degree by 

wrapping the tulips in newspaper 

right up to their heads and placing up 

to their necks in a bucket of water for 

a few hours before arranging in a 

vase. Do not combine tulips with any 

other members of the Narcissus 

family because narcissi exude a 

slimy sap that shortens the lifespan of 

other flowers by clogging the flowers 

channels of water-uptake. 

Tulip mania reached a peak in 1637 

when single tulip bulbs sold for 10 

times the wages of skilled craftsmen! 

Lesley Worboys 
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COVENTRY’S CROSS 

The people of Coventry will 

always remember the dreadfully 

long night of 14th November 

1940. It was the longest air raid 

of the WW II and when the light 

dawned the next morning, 

Coventry was in ruins. So many 

people were dead, injured or 

homeless; there wasn’t a person 

who had not suffered during that 

night. 

The medieval cathedral was a 

burnt out shell. Two of the burnt 

roof beams were tied together to 

make a cross and this makeshift 

symbol was set up where the 

altar had been. A cross was also 

made from the 14th century iron 

nails that had held the roof 

together and this Cross of Nails 

still remains today as a symbol 

of sympathy, forgiveness and 

reconciliation. Copies of the 

Cross of Nails have been 

presented to countries round the 

globe as a reminder that love 

and understanding bind us 

together and that we need to 

remember the 

horrors that 

happen when 

people forget that.  

CROSS PURPOSES 
There are many different types of 

cross in pictures. Do you know 

what these are called? 

Answers on page 18 

What’s green and hairy and 

drinks from the wrong side of 

the glass? 

A gooseberry with hiccups. 

What's the most common owl 

in this country? 

The Tea Towl (ouch!)  

 1  2 

 3  4 

 5  6 

 7  8 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church 
Council Members 
°Co-opted members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Chris Davies°, 
 Valerie Grimwood, Mike Harris°,  

Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm 
St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 

(term time only) 
  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesdays  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer (4th Weds)) 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

mailto:tgabrown@hotmail.com

